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Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference

The Logomark 

THE LOGOMARK
Transportation. Expansion. For-
ward motion. These concepts 
are the inspiration for the OTEC 
logomark. The stylized ‘O’—an 
arc that sweeps from a distant 
point, toward, and then up and 
beyond the viewer—engages 
and draws the eye.

The forward sweep of the logo-
mark’s form represents both the 
continued growth of knowledge 
and the forward movement 
inherent in all transportation. 

But look more closely: In the 
negative space, another symbol 
is evident—that of a nautilus 
shell. The nautilus grows in an 
expanding whorl that mimics, 
roughly, the proportions of the 
golden ratio—a mathematical 
expression that has fascinat-
ed mathematicians and been 
utilized by architects, artists, 
and engineers for millennia; it 
is a natural symbol for expan-
sion, and here, reinforces the 
symbolism of the whole.

USAGE & CLEAR SPACE
The OTEC logomark should always be positioned 
for maximum visual impact with clear space 
one-quarter the width of the mark on all sides. 
The logomark’s standard and preferred color is 
Pantone 115 (RGB 255, 207, 38). When presented 
with the conference name footer, the clear space 
shall be adjusted accordingly (Figure 1).

Presentations on color or photographic backgrounds 
shall be the same as specified for the logotype.

As with the logotype, the mark should never be 
stretched, distorted, tilted, or altered in any way.

Figure 1: OTEC logomark showing 
minimum clear space.

Art without engineering 
is dreaming; Engineering 
without art is calculating.

— Steven K. Roberts
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Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference

The Logotype 

THE LOGOTYPE
The logomark followed by the letters ‘TEC’ in a 
modified Gotham Bold font comprise the acronym 
logotype for the Ohio Transportation Engineering 
Conference (Figure 2).

USAGE & CLEAR SPACE
In uses where the meaning of the OTEC acronym 
alone may be unclear or misunderstood, the 
conference footer should also be used (Figure 3). 
Otherwise, the logo may be used with or without 
the footer, as deemed necessary or desirable.

The logo—with or without footer—should always 
be presented with a minimum clear space, which 
is half the height of the acronym’s capital ‘E’ 
(Figures 4 and 5).

STANDARD COLORS & EXCEPTIONS
The standard color for the logomark ‘O’ is Pantone 
115 (RGB 255, 207, 38) and the remaining letters 
of the logotype shall be presented in black. The 
footer may be presented in Pantone 356 (RGB 50, 

Figure 2: OTEC acronym logotype.

Figure 3: OTEC acronym logotype with conference 
name footer, in Pantone 356.

Figure 4: OTEC logo with minimum clear space.
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125, 87) or black. When presented on a white 
background, care should be taken to safeguard 
the specificed color representations.

When appearing on color or photographic back-
grounds, however, the entire logo may be pre-
sented entirely in white (preferred), or—if clarity 
and visibility are not compromised—in standard 
colors (Figure 6).

Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference

The Logotype, cont.

Figure 5: OTEC logo and conference footer with minimum 
clear space.

Figure 6: OTEC logo and conference footer on color and 
photographic bakgrounds.
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